(This article is an "oldie but goodie" --still very relevant today.) "What should we do at home?" is a question I am often asked by the parents of children in our gifted program. I used to send these parents home with loads of literature chock-full with activities and ideas for working with gifted children.
Fostering critical and creative thinking and applying these skills in solving problems are among the goals of most gifted programs. Parental support and opportunities to practice such skills at home are also necessary. In fact, most activity suggestions for parents of gifted children are selected on the basis of these criteria.
Skillful questioning is one method of fostering critical and creative thinking, and it is cheap, readily available, and easy to do. Once a few basic questions have been learned, one can elaborate on them to produce a variety of questions appropriate for almost any situation. Costa and Presseisen (1985) give a definition of "question" that is helpful in guiding questioning strategies. To them, one questions "to formulate relevant inquiries so as to evaluate a situation, guide hypotheses, verify information, seek logical evidence, clarify, and so on" (p. 312). In other words, questions are designed to aid ones thinking in problem-solving situations. This definition may be used in designing appropriate questions for the gifted.
Listed below are samples of questions that correspond to the definition and that will foster critical and creative thinking and aid problem-solving ability in gifted children:
Evaluate a Situation 
